A study of hepatobiliary function in chronic heroin smokers.
The controversy over the relationship between heroin addiction and hepatocellular dysfunction was examined by assay of serum activities of aspartate and alanine aminotransferases, total protein, albumin and globulin in 48 chronic heroin smokers and 33 controls. Biliary secretion in the addicts was compared to controls by assay of serum bilirubin and its conjugated and unconjugated fractions. Serum aminotransferases, total protein, albumin and globulin did not differ significantly between the addict and the control groups (p < 0.05), whereas total bilirubin and its conjugated fraction were significantly higher in the addicts (p < 0.02). The results indicate that chronic abuse of heroin by smoking affects biliary secretion but exercises little influence over hepatocellular function.